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His Majeſties 
GRACIOUS 


DECLARATION. 


r Condatt has been ſuch in all times, us ourht to have 
r{waded the world, that We. are firm, ana conſtant 
=P to Onr Reſolutions, yet that eaſie People may not be 
hs abuſed by the Malice off Crafty Wicked Mex, We think 
SI fit to Declare, That Our Intentions are not changed ſince. 
RSS the Fourch of April 1687. when We Iſſued out Our 
Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience in the following Terms. 


His Majeſties Gracious Declaration to all 
His Loving Subjects for Liberty of Con- 
{cience. 


JAMES R. 


T having pleaſed Almighty God not only to bring Us tothe Im- 
 perial Crown of theſe kingdoms through the greateſt difficulties, 
but to preſerve Us by a more than ordinary Providence upon the 
Throne of Our Royal Anceſtors, there is nothing now that We ſo 
earneſtly deſire, as to Eſtabliſh our Government on ſuch a Foundation, 
asmay make Our Subjets happy, and unite them to Us by Inclination 
as well as Duty; Which We think can be done by no Means fo 
effeQtually, as by Granting to them the free Exerciſe of their Religi- 
On for the Time to come, and add that to the perfect enjoyment of 
'their Property, which has never been in any Caſe Invaded by Us 
flince-Qur coming to the Crown ; which being the two Things Men 
value moſt, ſhall ever be preſerved in theſe Kingdbms, during Our 
Reignover them, as the trueſt Methods of their Peace and Our Glory. 
We cannot but heartily wiſh, as it will eaſily be believed, that all 
the People of Our Dominions were Members of the Catholick 
Church, yet We humbly thank Almighty God, it is, and hath of long 
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: time been Our. confrant Senſe and Opinion (which upon diverſe Oc. 
calions . We have declared) that Conſcience ought not to be con- 
ſtrained, nor I cople torced in matters of meer Religion : It has ever 
Þeen directly contrary to Our: Inclination, as'We think it-is to the 
Intereſt of Government, wich it deſtroys by ſpoiling Trade, depo- 
- pulating Countreys, and diſcouraging Strangers; and finally, that it 
Never obtained the End tor which 1twas emplayed:: And in this 
We are the more Conhrmed by the Reflections We have made upon 
the Condutt of the tour laſt Reigns. For after all the frequent and 
preſing Endeavours that were uſed 1n each of them, to reduce this 
Kingdom toan exact Conformity in Religion, it 1s viſible the Succeſs 
bas not anſwered the. Defign, and that.the Difticulty is invincible. 
We therefore out of Our Princely Care and AﬀeCtion unto-all Our 
Loving Subjcas, that they may live at Eaſe and Quiet, and for 'the 
increaſe'ar Trade, and incouragement of Strangers, have thought fit 
by vertue of Our Royal Prerogative, . to iflue torth-this Our Becla- 
ration of Indulgence ; making no doubt of the Concurrence of Our 
Two Houſes et Parliament, when -we ſhall think it convenient for 
them to Meet. 

In the firſt Place We do Declare, That We will Prote&t and Main- 
.tain Our Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, and Clergy, and-all. other Our Sub- 
ze ts of the Ghurch of Engherd, in the free Exerciſe of their Religion, 
25 by Lew Eſtabliſhed, and in the quiet and full Enjoyment of all their 
-Zofleſſions, without any Moleſtation-or Diſturbance whatſoever.” 

We do likewiſe Declare, That it is Our Royal Will and Pleaſure, 
Abar from «henceforth the. Execution-of all and all manner of Penal 
{Laws1n Matters Ecclefiaitical, tor not.coming to Church,.or. not Re- 
-ceiving the Sacrament, or for any other Non-conformity to the Reli- 
gion Eſtabliſhed, or tor, or by Reaſon of the Exerciſe of Religion in 
; 489:Manner Whatloever, be immediately Suſpended ; And the fur- 

ther Execution of the {aid Penal Laws and.every of them is-hereby 
Suſpended. | 
And to the end that by the Liberty hereby gramted,, the Pcace 
and Security of Our Government inthe PraCtice thereof, may not be 
indangered, We have thought fit , anddo hereby ſtraitly Charge an! 
Command all Our Loving Subjects, That as We do: freely give them 
] eave to Meet and Serve God after their own Way and Manner, be it 
in Private Houſes or Places purpoſely Hired or Built tor-that uſe ; fo 
that they take eſpecial care, that nothing be Preached or Taught a- 
mongft them, which may any waystend to Alienate the Hearts of Our 
Feople from Us or Our Government ; And that their Meetings ant 
Aſicmblies be peaceably, openly, and publickly held, and all Perſons 
freely admirted to them ; And that they do ſignifie and make-known 
to ſome one or more of the next Juſtices of the Peace, -what Place or 
Flaces they ſet apart for thoſe uſes. 

And that all Our Subjefts may enjoy ſuch rheir Religious Aſſem- 
lies with greater Aſfurance and Protection, We have thought it re- 
guilite, and do hereby Command, That no Diſturbance of any kind 
be made or.given untothem, under Pain of Our Diſpleaſure, and to 
be turther proceeded againſt with the uttermoſt ſeverity. 

And for as much as We are deſirous to have the Benefit of the Ser- 
vice of all Our Loving Subjets, which by the Law of Nature 1s 18- 
Se90r2bly annexed to, and inherent 1n Our Royal Perſon : And that 

none 


'\Oaths 
clarations mentioned in the Acts of Parliament made in the 25h and 


(3) 
none of Oin Sttbjects may for thefuture be under any Diſcouragement 
or Diſability ( who are otherwiſe well inclined and fit to ſerve Us ) 
by Reaſon of ſome Oaths or Teſts, that have been uſually Admini- 
{red on ſuch Occaſions ': We do hereby further Declare, That it is 
Our Royal-Will and Pleaſure, That the Oaths commonly called, The 

of Siprenucy ani Allegiance, and allo the ſeveral Teſts and De- 


20th years of the Reign of Our late Royal Brother King Charles the 
Second, ſhall not at any time hereafter be required to be Taken, De- 


.clared; or Subſcribed' by any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, who is 


-or ſhall be Imployet in any Office or Place of Truſt either. Civil 0! 


Military, under: Us or 1m Our Government. | And We do further 


Declare it to be Our Pleaſure and Intention from time to time here- 
after, to Grant Otir Royal Diſpenſations under Our Great Seal to al: 
Our Loving Subjects {Þ to he Imployed, who ſhall not take the ſaid 
Oaths,/or! Subſcribe or Declare the ſaid Teſts or Declarations in t!:: 
abovetntentioned Atts and every of them. 

And to: the end that al Our Loving SubjeAs may receive and en- 
joy the full Benefit and Advantage of Our Gracious Indulgence here- 
by intended, 'and may be Acquitted and Diſcharg'd from all Pains, 
Penalties, . Forfeitures, and Diſabilities by them or any of them In- 
currd or Forfeited, or which they Thall or may at any time hereafter 
be liable*to, for or by reaſen of their Non-conformity, or the Exer- 
ciſe of their Religion, and from all Suits, Troubles, or Diſturbances 
for the ſame: We do hereby give Our Free,” and Ample Pardon unto 
all Non-conformitts, Recuſants, and other Our Loving Subjets, for 
all Crimes and Things by them Committed or done contrary to the 
Penal*Laws formerly mas, relating to feligion, and the Profeſſion or 
Exerciſe thereof. - Hereby Declaring, That this Our Royal Pardon 
and Indempnity ſhall be* as good and effectual to all intents and pur- 
poſes,'as tf every -mdwidual Perſon had been therein particularly 
nam'd, or had particular Pardons under Our Great Seal, which We 
do likewiſe Declare, ſhall from time to time be Granted unto anv 
Perſoa or Perſons deſiring the ſame: Willing and Requiring Our 


. Judges, Juſtices, and other Officers, to take Notice ofard Obey Our 


Royal WHI and Pleaſure kerem before Declared. 

— Andaithough the Freedom and Afﬀurance We have hereby given 
1a relation' to Religion and Property might be ſufficient to remeve 
from the minds of Our Loving SubjeQs all Fears and Jealouſies in 
relation to either ; + Yer We have thought fit further to Declare, 
That We will maintain them in all their Properties and Poſſeſions, 
2s well of Church and Abby-Lands, as in any other their Lands and 
Properties whatſoever. 


Uiver at Our Cotrt at Whitehall the Fourth Day of April, 1687. 1:; 
the Third Tear of Our Rejon. 


I» Ver fince We granted this Tadulgence, We have mage it Oar principa! 
A_J Care to ſee it preſerved without diſtinition ; us We are encourarecd to ds 
aaily by Multitudes of Aearefſes, and many other Aſſurances Ie receive from 
Orr Subjefts of” all Per{waſions, 5 T eft imonies of their Satisfattion and Duty ; 
#he Efects of which We doubt not but the next Parliament will plainly ſhew, 
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and. that. it will not be 132 van that We taveReſolved ts ufe Ony uttermoſt 
endeaypurs to Eftabliſh Liberty of Conlcience.on ſuch jaſt and: equal Foun- 
Aations, as will render it unalterable, and feenre, to all People the free Exerciſe 
of their Religion for ever ; by which;future Ages may reap the benefit. of what 
is {0 nndoubtedly for. the general Good of the I dows. It s (uch a Se- 
curity Vie defire withont the burthen and conſtraint. of Oaths and Teſs, which 
have been unhappity made by ſome Governments, but ould never Support 47y, 
mor (hould wat advanced by ſuch means to Offites. amd Imployments, which 
ought to 'be the Reward. of Services, Fidelity aud Meyit, We muſt tonclude, 
That not only good Chriſtians will joy in this, but whoever is concerned 
for the encreaſe of . the Wealth and . Power of the Natiow. It would per- 
haps prejudice [ome of our Neighbours who might loſe part of thoſe 
vaſt Advantages they 'naw enjoy, if Liberty of Canſctence, were ſettled 
in theſe Kingdoms, which axe above all others -moſt- capable of In- 
provement's. ,' and of commanding the Trade of the World : I» purſnance of 
this great Work, We have been forced to make many Chanzes both of Civil and 
Military Officers throughout Our Dominions, not thinking any onght to be ims- 
ployed in Our Ser vice, who will pot contribute towards rhe eſtabliſhing the Peace 
and Greatneſs of their Country, which We moſt earneſtly defore, as unbyaſsd 
Men may ſee by the whole Condutt of Our Government , and by the Condition of 
our Fleet, and of Our Armies, mhich with good Management (hall be conſt ant- 
ly the ſame, and greater, if the Saftty or Honour of the Nation require it. 
We recommend theſe Conſiderations to all Our Subjetts, and that they wll 
: reflect ow their preſent Eaſe and Happineſs, how for above three Tears that 
* +5t has glesſed Gd to permit us t Reign over theſe Kingdoms, We have not 
appeared to be that Prince, Our Enemies wonld have mane the World afraid 
of, Our chief Aim having been not to be the Oppreſſar, but the Father of 
Our People ; of which We can grve. po bettes. Ewidence then by Cop Mr Ing 
them to lay aſide all private Animoſities as well as groundleſs fealonſers and 
to chooſe ſuch Members of Parliament as may. dg their part to finiſh what 
We have begun for the Advantage of. the Monarchy, over which Almighty 
God hath placed Us, being reſolved to $all 4 Parliament that ſhall meet iz; 
November »ext, at fustheſt. | 


Given at Our Court at Whitehall, the Twenty ſeventh day of 4pr:, 
1688. In the Fourth Year of Qur Reign. 
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Ar the Court at Whuchall 


The Fourth of May, 1688. 


By the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, and - 


the Lords of His Majeſties moſt Honour- 
able Privy-Council. 


T is this day Ordered by His Majeſty in Council, 
That His Majefizes late Gracious Declaratio,, 
bearing date the Twenty Seventh of April laſt, be read 
at the uſual time of Divine Serowe upon the Twentieth 
ana Twenty Seventh of this Month, in al Churches and 
Chappels within the Cities of London and Welt- 
miniſter, and Ten Miles thereabout : And upon the 
Third and Tenth of June next in all other Churches 
and Chappels throughout this Kingdom. And it is 
ber eby further Ordered, That the Right Reverend the 
Bi/bsps cauſe the ſaid Declaration to be ſent and di= 
ſtributed throughout their ſeveral and reſpeitive Dio= 


ceſſes, ta be read accordingly. 
Wn. Bridgeman. 
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